Applying to University

UCAS applications are completed and submitted online.

The first step is to find the UCAS homepage at www.ucas.com and register.
1. Go to www.ucas.com and click on Apply 
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2. Click on register/log in to Apply 2011 
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3. Follow the online instructions to register and enter your personal details 
4. Choose a password, select four security questions and enter relevant answers 

5. Write down the username on screen and your password; you'll need these every time you log in.

6. In order to link your application to Penicuik High School, you will be asked to provide a ‘buzzword’ – this is available in the S6 Common Room
At the end of the process, application and payment are sent directly from the school to UCAS. 
You will be reminded, as the final deadline approaches, to bring your payment to the school. Only when payment is made can the application be submitted. 

Penicuik High School Timeline
	All students register in ‘Apply 2011’ at www.ucas.com
	August 2010

	
	

	All students complete blue ‘Assessment of University/College Applicants’ forms and return to School Office
	by 3 September 2010

	
	

	‘Assessment of University/College Applicants’ forms copied and distributed to teaching staff
	wb 6 September 2010

	
	

	Draft ‘Personal Statement’ to Guidance
	by 1 October 2010

	
	

	Final ‘Personal Statement’ to Guidance
	by 29 October 2010

	
	

	Application completed by student
	by 12 November 2010

	
	

	School Statement/Reference completed by Guidance
Application payment received by school
	by 23 December 2010


Different deadlines 

Please note that for a small number of courses there are early or later deadlines.
Early -
If you are applying for medicine, dentistry, veterinary medicine and veterinary science courses and for all courses at the universities of Oxford and Cambridge you must see your Guidance Teacher immediately

Later -
Some Art and Design courses have a much later deadline for application, check your course choice carefully
Choosing a university or college

There are lots of universities and colleges to choose from, so think about where you'll be happy. Would you like to be close to home or live in a different part of the country? Think about what you want - each place and its nearby town will offer something different.

Whatever your criteria, research the institution and its location before applying. Speak to friends, family, advisers and the institution itself for advice, but make sure the final decision is yours.
How do I choose the right course

You might already know which subject to choose, but there are thousands of students who ask the same question: what should I study? 

Find a course which matches your interests, career aspirations and talents

There is no one course that suits everyone, so we know how important it is to find the right one for you. The best way to decide what you would like to study is to ask yourself the following questions.

· Which subjects interest me? 

· What are my talents? 

· What job would I like to do after university or college? 

· Which academic skills would I like to improve?
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For further help go to http://www.ucas.com/students/choosingcourses/ 
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