	Penicuik retain Midlothian Active Schools Hockey Trophy for a 4th year!



This was another excellent hockey season for Penicuik HS, against very strong opposition from all the other high schools, as skill levels have improved right across the county. Penicuik played in all 6 high school festivals over the season, hosted at the various venues, performing to a high standard, and coming out on top on 2 occasions. Dalkeith, Beeslack, Lasswade and Newbattle each won a festival each – which just goes to show how level the playing field is nowadays – with most of the festivals being very close–run affairs. 

Newbattle HS hosted the final event of the season, the Midlothian Active Schools Trophy, on 21st April 2010, with the annual shield to play for. With Dalkeith unable to field a team, there were 4 high schools represented and an All Stars team was created with volunteers from all the teams. The results were as follows:

Results:
Penicuik 3-0 Beeslack
Lasswade 0-0 Newbattle
Penicuik 2-2 Newbattle
All Stars 0-1 Newbattle
Beeslack 0-1 Lasswade
Penicuik 5-0 All Stars
Newbattle 4-1 Beeslack
Lasswade 4-0 All Stars
All Stars 0-9 Beeslack
Penicuik 3-1 Lasswade

Final Points Table:
Team           Pld     W       D       L       Gf      Ga      Pts    
Penicuik          4      3        1        0       13        3        11                                                          
Newbattle        4      2        2        0        7        3        10                                                     
Lasswade        4      2        1        1        6        3         9                                                     
Beeslack         4       1        0        3       10       8        6                                       
All Stars          4       0        0        4        0       19       4  

Very well done to Penicuik for retaining the trophy for a record 4th time, to bring the shield home to the trophy cabinet once more!
Awards

There were a number of annual awards presented to players at the end of the tournament, including a number of Penicuik players:

· Young Coach of the Year – Iain C
· Player of the Year – Craig M
· Most improved Player – Dylin L
Representative Honours                                                                                            
The Midlothian Potential Squad was also very well attended (up to 50 players) during FEB-MAR, including a large number of Penicuik players who were selected. This skills training enabled these talented players to raise their game and receive advice about their next steps on the development pathway. A number of players were then nominated for East District trials at the end of the Midlothian Potential Squad sessions. Well done to Jane Carmichael for organising this coaching and well done to all the youngsters for being selected and for all their efforts.
East District U15 boys trials : Greg M, Mark W, Thomas C.  Special congratulations to our goalkeeper, Greg M, who made the cut for the final East U15 boys squad and then helped East to a fine victory in the Scottish Finals, contested in Glasgow on Sunday 6th June. 
Scotland U16 : Well done Aedan M on being selected for Scotland U16 boys and representing Scotland v Wales during Easter test series in Wrexham.
Youth Umpires/Coaches : Well done to Iain C and Aedan M in continuing their umpiring and coaching development during the season. Special thank you to Iain C in particular, who has single-handedly organised and coached the school team to such high levels this year. Very best wishes to Iain as he moves on to Edinburgh University. Thanks also to Dave Stein for his support. 

Midlothian Service to Local Sports : John McCrossan sometime coach/umpire/mini-bus driver for Penicuik HS, and chair of Midlothian Hockey Development Group, was presented with this trophy at the annual Midlothian Sports Awards, on Friday 18th June. A real accolade for Penicuik and Midlothian hockey – which helps to raise the profile of the sport across the region.
Transition hockey : Finally, a big thank you to Kate Murray (Active Schools) for organising a fine transition event for the upcoming P7s from the feeder primary schools, to try out various sports (including hockey) at Penicuik HS, on Wednesday 23rd June.  A tremendous 60 children chose to participate in the hockey sessions, 28 of whom signed-up to join the high school hockey club, after the summer. John McCrossan (Inverleith HC) and Annie Gladstone (Eskvale HC) provided the coaching on the day, and Annie was delighted to see so many children sign-up, as she will be coaching the school team next season! If any P7s did not manage to sign-up they will still be very welcome next season – as of course, will all the current players who have brought us so much success!
