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Just eight months after the Asian tsunami, the world is
again humbled by the power of nature. This event,
however, makes us ask new que
human nature and American society.



Gulf of Mexico

New Orleans is in the state of Louisiana. It is located on the delta of the
Mississippi River about 170km from its mouth on the Gulf of Mexico






o Now Crlcans

Image,©2005DigitalGlobe
Image ©2005 Sanborn

q




New Orleans : some facts

A A city of 470,000 people (67% Afro American)
A Founded.by the French in 1718
A Expanded by the Spaniards

A Bought by the USA for $15 million in 1803
A A lively port and industrial city

A Home of jazz and cajun and creole cooking
A Hosts an annual mardi gras carnival

A Attracts hundreds of thousands of tourists

every year




New Orleans lies in a basin below sea level
so it has always been vulnerable to flooding
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New Orleans is protected from flooding by levees



But in the aftermath of Hurricane Katrina which swept by on
29 August, the | ev®es Dbroke
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Volunteers helped
to fill sandbags
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South of New Orleans on the Gulf coast
180 km winds cause huge damage
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