Penicuik High School Parents’ Association

Minutes of the meeting of 12 November 2007

Present: Murray Cole, Fiona Gallacher, Jane McNaull, Jackie Barber, Laura Christie, Bronwen Jackson, Donny MacDonald, Mark Edie, Kathryn Topham. 

Apologies: Lynn Gallacher, Gillian Taylor.

1 Minutes of the last meeting.

The minutes were agreed with one addition, that Jane McNaull and Mark Edie would take forward the acquisition of a pool table for one of the common room areas. 

2 Matters Arising from the last meeting

· 50/50 club winners at the AGM were noted.

· Future meetings will begin at 7pm, not 7.30pm. The online calendar must be changed. Action, Murray Cole.  

· Future minutes will be published online. .Action, Murray Cole.

3
Items for Information

3.1
Treasurer’s Report

The treasurer was absent, so Jane McNaull gave the report. There is a £3260.09 balance in the 50/50 club account, and a £51.62 balance in the Treasurer’s account.

3.2 Chair’s Report

Murray Cole described the process of change from the Parents’ Association to the Parent Council.. There are a number of issues to be addressed. 

· The insurance policy is still valid.

· The previous School Board Clerk is not available to be Clerk to the new Parent Council, although the Council is still entitled to the role and funding from Midlothian Council. It was agreed to advertise in the Town Crier. Action Murray Cole.  

Christmas Dances will be held on the 14th for seniors and the 17th for Juniors. Donny MacDonald asked for assistance with the catering at the senior dance. Fiona Gallacher volunteered to coordinate the Parents’ Association effort. Action  Donny MacDonald and Fiona Gallacher.

3.3 Headteacher’s Report

Mark Edie gave news of forthcoming staff changes including the appointment  of our new Deputy Head Teacher, Mr Ross Jamieson arriving in January. There was a good turn out for the ‘Meet the Management’ team session on homework, staffing, study areas and attainment. Penicuik High School is one of only two schools in the Lothians and Fife to have been chosen by John Lewis and Partners to receive funding for activities. Senior Pupils undertook a car wash to raise funds. Departmental reviews have been undertaken for most departments including Guidance. A successful P7 visit from feeder primaries took place, followed by a parents evening. Henry Kachaje, Business Consultant Africa came to visit the Malawi Group. A capital bid was accepted for improvement to the school toilets. Fundraising events were undertaken for ‘Genes for Jeans’ and ‘Wear it Pink’.

4 Items for Discussion

4.1 Duke of Edinburgh Scheme (carried from last meeting)

It had been suggested by a parent that the school could run a scheme. This was discussed, and it was thought that the scheme would require one or more committed and potentially experienced individuals, and on that basis, without any volunteers could not be undertaken by the school.

4.2 Parent Council Draft Constitution

The draft constitution was discussed and revisions were agreed. Murray Cole agreed to complete a final draft and arrange issue to parents for a vote. Action Murray Cole.

5 50/50 Draw

This month’s winners were noted.

6 AOCB

· Jackie Barber initiated a discussion about the website. Can the PA contribute to the website development? It was agreed that more information would be welcomed by parents and that members should consider what could be done. Action All.

· Kathryn Topham suggested following up on the problem with the zigzags outside school (which need repainting). Donny MacDonald described the interim arrangements which have been put into place.

· Donny MacDonald agreed to investigate the possibility of a flag for the front of the school. The front and sides of the school are to be repainted, and there is potential for getting other work done at the same time. Action Donny MacDonald.

7 Date of Next Meeting : January 14th, 2008. 7pm.

