[image: image1.wmf]
PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION MEETING

MONDAY 14 JANUARY 2008

AT 7 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL

	Present
	Apologies

	Murray Cole (Parent, Chair)
	Jackie Barbour (Parent)

	Gillian Taylor (Parent, Treasurer)
	Ross Hunter (Parent)

	Laura Christie (Parent)
	John McCrossan  (Parent)

	Jane McNaull (Parent)

	Ross Jamieson (Depute Head)

	Bronwen Jackson (Parent)

	Mark Edie (Head Teacher)

	Steve Bishop (Parent)

	Kathryn Topham (Parent, Vice-chair)

	Siobhan Thomas (Parent)


	1. WELCOME, APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING
	ACTION

	1.1. Welcome

Ross Jamieson the newly appointed Depute Head

1.2. Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the previous meeting (Parents’ Association) were approved by the Board.
1.3. Actions Arising

Item 3.3 – Members of the PA, provided and served drinks at the PHS Christmas dances.
Item 4.2 – MC informed the PHSPA that the results of the ballot on the Parent Council Constitution were as follows:  53 in favour, 0 against and 6 forgot to indicate a preference.
Item 6.1 – action on-going

Item 6.2 – KT had spoken on the telephone to officials at Midlothian Council regarding the obscured yellow zigzags outside the school. They proposed to send someone to assess if anything can be done to improve the situation outside the front of school on Carlops Road.
Item 6.3 – Donny MacDonald had acquired a flag (see 5.3).

	

	2. ELECTION OF PARENT MEMBERS
	

	MC proposed that all parent members here present plus any who were unable to attend, but had intimated their willingness to be a parent member, be forthwith considered parent members.  This includes all those listed above, including all three who offered apologies. There was unanimous support for this proposal. MC pointed out the requirement to establish a core of parent members before deciding on the number of co-opted members of the board. There is a requirement in the constitution of the PHSPA to have more parent members than non-parent members. It was agreed to proceed with this proposal.


	

	3. ELECTION OF OFFICE BEARERS
	

	3.1. Election of Chair 
MC was nominated by LC, seconded by KT and duly elected
3.2. Election of Treasurer 
GT was nominated by JMcN, seconded by MC and duly elected.

3.3. Election of Vice-chair

KT was nominated by MC, seconded by ST and duly elected.

	

	4. APPOINTMENT OF CLERK
	

	A clerk was appointed, Sandra Nel. Sandra had unfortunately been unable to make this first meeting. She should be available for future meetings.


	

	5. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
	

	5.1. Treasurer’s Report 

GT reported that there are two bank accounts Balances on the 3rd Jan 2008 were as follows: 50/50 account £3867.34, treasurer’s account £51.72. 

There had been a request by Andrew Steven (S6) for funding towards a 5-a-side football tournament to raise awareness of the Learning Resource Centre. The request was made specifically to fund the refreshments (circa £30). ME suggested that in addition to funding refreshments, the PHSPA consider funding medals for the winning team.  This was agreed by all to be an excellent idea.

5.2. Chair’s Report

MC had received a letter of thanks from the 6th year students for the pool table provided by funds from the PHSPA. MC had also been invited to and had attended the PHS Christmas concert. 

MC informed the PHSPA that a meeting is to be held in PHS by Midlothian Education Department for Parent Councils on 28th Jan 2008, all members are invited to attend this meeting.

5.3. Head Teacher’s Report

ME commenced by thanking the PA for the table tennis and pool tables for the 5th and 6th year common rooms respectively. He relayed that the pupils were getting much enjoyment from these tables.
ME reported that the saltire is now flying at the front of school and explained to the PA the saga of how the flagpole was installed.

Staffing – A number of new members of staff had recently been welcomed into the school.

Forthcoming Events

Tuesday 22nd  January: 5.30 – 7.30 pm S4 Parents’ Evening

Thursday 24th January:  Record Label Launch in The Hub for invited guests; Midlothian Head Teacher’s meeting; and Penicuik Cluster Head Teacher’s meeting.

Monday 28th January: S4 work experience week commences; and S2 exams start.

Wednesday 30th January: Penicuik Community Liaison Group; and “Meet the Management Team” focusing on literacy and numeracy programmes for S1 and S2.

Monday 4th February: S5 an S6 prelims commence (8 days), study leave is for the first week only.

Thursday14th and Friday15th February: Staff in-service days.

Wednesday 20th February: Midlothian Head Teacher’s meeting.

Thursday 21st and Friday 22nd February: HMIe follow-up visit.

Monday 25th February: Visit by Hazel Tierney, John Lewis Partnership, to develop links with the school.

Tuesday 26th February: S4 and S5 course choice session for parents.

Wednesday 5th March: S2 course choice session for parents.

Monday 10th March: next PHSPA meeting.

Thursday 20th March: Malawi Partnership Day. 
ME also mentioned that a link is being made with a Malawian PhD student who is studying at a Scottish university.
LC enquired about S2 exams, this was answered by RJ. 

RJ also discussed with the PHSPA about further funding of electronic equipment for use in the school in the region of £700. The PA agreed unanimously that this proposal should be funded.

	GT

	6. ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION
	

	6.1. Parents’ Guide to PHS

A potential “Parents’ Guide to PHS” was discussed. Various issues which frequently puzzle parents were raised. Special attention was drawn to the examination system, other matters discussed included: the transition from primary to secondary education; NABs; whether a web-based, or paper, or both versions of a guide should be produced. It was agreed to move forward by compiling a list of questions to be answered. BJ agreed to co-ordinate this.

6.2. Potential Co-opted Members

MC reminded us that the constitution allows us to appoint co-opted members, at our discretion. A discussion was started and thoughts about who, if any should we invite to be co-opted onto the PHSPA and to think of the reasons why. It was agreed that this should be discussed further at future meetings after some thought could be given to it. However, it was unanimously agreed to invite the Head Girl and Head Boy to attend future meetings of PHSPA.

	All

BJ

MC

	7. 50/50 DRAW
	

	The winners for November to January were noted.
Publicity for the 50/50 club was discussed, KT proposed having a stall at future parents’ evenings in addition to the normal times of promotion and agreed to co-ordinate this.  

JMcN agreed to provide bank mandate forms for ME to send out with the next PHS newsletter.

	KT, JMcN                    

	8.   AOCB
	

	Date of next meeting
Monday 10th March 2008 at 7 pm

	


	Name of Chairperson:
	

	Signature of Chairperson:
	

	Date Minutes Approved:
	


