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PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING

MONDAY 19th JANUARY 2009

AT 7 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL 
	Present
	Apologies

	Murray Cole (Parent, Chair)
	Kathryn Topham (Parent, Vice Chair)

	Siobhan Thomas (Parent, Treasurer)
	Bronwen Jackson (Parent)

	Steve Bishop (Parent)
	Mark Edie (Head Teacher)

	Laura Christie (Parent)
	

	Jackie Barber (Parent)
	

	Gillian Taylor (Parent)
	

	Donny MacDonald (Depute Head)
	

	Margaret Grainger (Teacher)
	

	Damian Hayes (Teacher) 
	

	Lynsey Weir (Minutes Clerk)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	WELCOME, APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING


	

	
	1.1
Welcome, Apologies 
MC opened the meeting by welcoming all.  Apologies noted from Kathryn Topham, Bronwen Jackson and Mark Edie.  MC welcomed guest speakers Margaret Grainger and Damian Hayes.

1.2
Approval of Minutes - 011208
          1.2
          D MacD advised that Webgroup opportunity had been offered out to 6th year however not much uptake so no group formed.  D MacD to email BJ to discuss PA's involvement with the School website.

          4.1

          MC sent decline letter regarding funding request for Scout expedition.

          4.3
          MC to action letter of support for Martin Wilson regarding Folk Group trip to Skye.

          5.0 - Item 14

          ST confirmed cheque for School hardship fund was handed into School.

          6.0

          D MacD advised that Burnt Out Records are performing at an event at the Scottish Parliament on 23 February 2009.  MC has made contact with head of PA in Thyolo.  MC to email PA regarding forming a sub group to work with Malawi Initiative.

          7.0

          D MacD confirmed that ME had sent letter of decline to 'Big Savings Guide'.


	D MacD

MC

MC

	2.0
	50/50 Draw


	

	
	2.1     The January 2009 draw was held.
	

	3.0
	 TREASURER’S REPORT


	

	
	ST ran through accounts.

3.1     50/50 Club
          ST reported on the bank account: 

          January 2009 £2122.68

3.2    Treasurers Account
          ST reported on the bank account:

                    January 2009 £52.01

                    
	

	4.0
	CHAIR'S REPORT
	

	
	1)  MC advised that a thank you note had been received from the Murphy family thanking the PTA for their support.
	

	5.0
	HEAD TEACHER'S REPORT
	

	
	D MacD provided the Head Teacher's report on behalf of ME.

1)  End of term dances went well in particular the junior dance with numbers up and good support from seniors.

2)  A school concert showcasing the talent of the music department was held and well attended.

3) A 'Themed Doors Day' was held which showed a real quality of workmanship and was a major talking point.  'Santa's Coming' was the winner.

4)  There has been a delay in starting maternity cover positions due to the Disclosures Scotland Act and clearance issues.  This was highlighted to Donald Mackay at the Head Teachers meeting by ME.  Paternity cover positions are also facing problems.

5)  Home Economics position is moving to advertisement.

6)  Preparation for Activities week which will be held in the last week of term have begun.

7)  All staff will undergo Child Protection training.

8)  Curriculum for Excellence continues.  Possibility of another in-service day for staff.

9)  Target setting and revision classes have begun in preparation for S4-S6 exams.  S5-S6 prelims will be held next week.

10)  A quote has been received from Midlothian Training Services to replace the school gates, fence, repair the wall and paint the back of the gym hall.


	

	6.0
	DUKE OF EDINBURGH SCHEME
	

	
	MC welcomed guest speaker Damian Hayes who was invited to talk about the Duke of Edinburgh Scheme.

- DH began by thanking the PTA for funding assistance which was used to purchase equipment.

- Duke of Edinburgh Scheme was set-up by the Duke of Edinburgh to make students independent and motivate in the outdoors by completing various levels of coursework.

- DH has run this scheme within 4 schools.  10 staff have kindly volunteered to assist the scheme during expeditions and training which take place out of school hours and at weekends.

- Scheme advertised to S3 and out of 28 interested pupils 22 are now taking part in the Sports Skills & Services element.

- Upcoming activities include a Saturday walk in the Pentlands, a practice expedition and a tested expedition both to take part in the Borders.

- Aim to finish this group at the end of June with an awards ceremony where pupils will present on learning.

- Plan to open up to other year groups as time and volunteers allow.

- DH to identify any parents trained in Mountain Leadership.

- PTA offered funding assistance.  DH advised fine for this year but would be grateful next year.


	DH

	7.0
	ARTS WEEK
	

	
	MC welcomed guest speaker Margaret Grainger who was invited to talk about Arts Week.

- MG advised that Arts Week was created to heighten the profile of Arts subjects and make them as accessible as possible to as many students.

- Will take place from the 22-26 June 2009 and include speakers, demos and musicians.

- D MacD confirmed that school trips will take place the following week within Activities week.

- MG circulated proposed schedule to all and ran through the week.

- D Francis to run a Photography competition which will start at the beginning of term.

- Local P7 classes will be invited to storytelling sessions.

- Support has been received from local suppliers and banks.

- Any suggestions or volunteers for workshop sessions are welcome.

- MG advised that £2K funding has been committed by the school.  It was agreed that the PTA would fund £1K.  ST to draft cheque.


	ST

	8.0
	AOCB
	

	
	No AOCB noted.

Date of next meeting Monday 9th March 2009 at 7 pm
	


	Name of Chairperson:
	

	Signature of Chairperson:
	

	Date Minutes Approved:
	


