[image: image1.wmf]
PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING

MONDAY 25th MAY 2009

AT 7 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL

Present
Apologies

Murray Cole (Parent, Chair)
Gillian Taylor (Parent)

Siobhan Thomas (Parent, Treasurer)
Steve Bishop (Parent)

Bronwen Jackson (Parent)


Laura Christie (Parent)


Kathryn Topham (Parent, Vice Chair)


Jackie Barber (Parent)


Mark Edie (Head Teacher)


Donny MacDonald (Depute Head)


Lynsey Weir (Minutes Clerk)







ACTION

1.0
WELCOME, APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING





1.1
Welcome, Apologies 

MC opened the meeting by welcoming all.  Apologies noted from Gillian Taylor and Steve Bishop.  

1.2
Approval of Minutes - 090309

          1.2

MC and BJ to take forward updating the school website.

4.3

MC confirmed application  regarding the Folk Group trip to Skye was submitted.

6.0

BJ, KT and LC have met to discuss Malawi initiative.  LC highlighted main points discussed.  Information regarding initiative was handed out at the last ‘Meet the Management’ meeting, no response for assistance received to date.  Information to be available at P7 Parents Evening to be held on 10 June.  MC will include a  section on Thyolo in PA Annual report.  KT to finalise PowerPoint presentation to be shown at end of term concert.

4.2

ST confirmed cheque for £75 has been donated to Malawi trip for T-Shirts.

6.1

ST confirmed cheque for £150 has been donated for Dance Show in aid of Thyolo.

6.2

Exams completed.


MC / BJ

MC

KT



2.0
50/50 Draw





2.1     Draws for April and May were held.




3.0
 TREASURER’S REPORT





ST ran through accounts.

3.1     50/50 Club

          ST reported on the bank account: 

          May 2009 £2143.62

3.2    Treasurers Account

          ST reported on the bank account:

                    May 2009 £52.08

3.3)  JB to be taken off authorised signatory list for cheques.  ST to action.

                    
ST

4.0
CHAIR'S REPORT



1)  Congratulations to Alan Pithie on his appointment as HT at Auchmuty High School. We greatly appreciate Alan's contribution to the school over the past four years. MC has been invited to sit on the
interview panel for an acting DHT post, interviews to take place on
Thursday. He will also be on the interview panel for an acting PT
Guidance post on the same day.
 2)  MC received a request for funding assistance from two pupils in
relation to a Scout event during the summer. PA had discussed this
by e-mail and decided not to fund on this occasion as the trip
is not a school-related event.
 3)  PA members had a meeting with Donald MacKay and ME on 12th May to discuss the Midlothian-wide review of Secondary Education. We were able to put across our concerns about uncertainty during the review process, to which Donald was both receptive and reassuring. The Education Division will be working to keep staff, pupils and parents informed as things proceed. The next step for them will be to build more detailed models of the various options in terms of financial and educational issues.  These will be released to us when ready, with the intention that this will be before the summer break, at which point consultations with the relevant groups will begin, to continue after the summer.  Various options were discussed and there seemed to be
agreement that whichever is chosen it will be best for it to be done
as quickly as is possible (but properly of course). It was observed
that the only bad option is continuation down the current path
(i.e. do nothing), hence the review is appropriate.
 4)  Kathryn Topham has indicated that she would like to stand down as
PA Vice Chair from next session (while continuing as a member).
Can members please think about standing forward for this post
(or indeed any other post)?  MC thanked KT for all her support to the PTA.
 5)  MC circulated a number of Parent Council related documents from
the Scottish Government.
 6)  MC proposed to hold meetings next session on the corresponding dates to those for this session, i.e. 7th September 2009, 12th October
2009 (AGM), 30th November 2009, 18th January 2010, 8th March 2010, 24th May 2010.
 7)  PA members have been invited to attend the Leavers' event on 11th June. PA agreed by e-mail to donate £300 to costs of the event.  ST to draft cheque.

ALL

ST

5.0
HEAD TEACHER'S REPORT



1)  Good visit from Head Office for Literacy Review.

2) KPMG will be involved in setting students a Business Communication Project.

3)   Leadership training will be held in the YMCA for both non-promoted staff and pupils.

4)   5 students have won prizes for healthy eating.

5)   An otherwise successful  6th year final day in spoiled by misbehaviour by a small minority.  Pupils have been warned that they need to work with teachers in the future.  It was agreed that pupils should be informed that the PA will remove funding assistance for Leavers Party should trouble arise in the future.

6)   Staffing:

· Well done to Alan Pithie on a well deserved promotion.

· Admin Assistant vacancy.

· Principal Teachers of Biology and Home Economics to be start in September/October.

· A review of SMT remits has resulted in a change of responsibilities as follows:

· Donny – Curriculum (timetables, staff cover, curriculum for excellence)

· Ross – Pupil support

· New start – SQA / CPD / H&S

7)   Damien Hayes has advised that the Bronze Group working towards Duke of Edinburgh are doing very well.  A significant number wish to continue to Silver level.  Damien will be in touch regarding further funding assistance.

8)   Improvement Planning session will be held on Wednesday.  KT to attend and represent the PA.

9)   Awards Evening Ceremony will take place on 16 June.  Jim Aitken, former pupil and local businessman, will be making presentations.  Prizes this year will be PHS Medals which have been designed by a 5th year student.  Medals could also be used as a memento for visitors.  Tooling cost of £150 and cost per medal £1.85 discussed.  PA agreed to donate £1,000. ST to draft cheque.
ST



6.0
REVIEW OF SECONDARY EDUCATION


7.0
1)   ME confirmed that Midlothian Education are working on costings.  Council Seminar will take place tomorrow for Councillors.  Various proposals will be discussed e.g. catchment area review.  Councillors will then consider options to take forward for consultation.  Consultation may start soon but we will know more following Council Seminar.

AOCB

1)   MC thanked JB for all her help with the PA over the last 6 years.  JB has enjoyed her time working with the PA.

Date of next meeting Monday 7th September 2009 at 7 pm.


Name of Chairperson:


Signature of Chairperson:


Date Minutes Approved:


