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PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING
MONDAY 1st DECEMBER 2008

AT 7 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL

	Present
	Apologies

	Murray Cole (Parent, Chair)
	Siobhan Thomas (Treasurer)

	Kathryn Topham (Parent, Vice Chair)
	Steve Bishop (Parent)

	John McCrossan (Parent)
	Gillian Taylor (Parent)

	Laura Christie (Parent)
	

	Bronwen Jackson (Parent)
	

	Mary Stewart (Teacher)
	

	Mark Edie (Head Teacher)
	

	Ross Jamieson (Depute Head) 
	

	Caroline McIver (Parent)
	

	Sutherland McIver (Parent)
	

	Lynsey Weir (Minutes Clerk)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	
	Action

	1.
	WELCOME, APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING


	

	
	1.1
Welcome, Apologies 

MC opened the meeting by welcoming all.   MC welcomed guest speaker Mary Stewart to the meeting.

1.2
Approval of Minutes – 08-09-08

1.3 - Item 4.3
          MC advised that Damian Hayes (History Dept) has been invited to the January meeting.

          1.3 - Item 5.0
          BJ to email D MacD for update on the PA's involvement with the School website.

          3.3
          MC informed all a reply from Donald MacKay had been received thanking the PA for their concern regarding under-staffing in Home Economics. 

          5.0
          LC confirmed no interest so far regarding regular donors for PHS funds.

1.3     Approval of Minutes - AGM 13-10-08

1.0

Attendee name and title corrections noted; Donny MacDonald (Depute Head) and Andy Johnstone (Principal Teacher).
4.2

MC has invited the Head Boy and Head Girl to attend PA meetings.


	BJ



	2.
	50/50 Draw


	

	
	 Draws for October, November and December were held.

	

	3.
	 TREASURER’S REPORT


	

	
	ST sent apologies so LC ran through accounts.

3.1     50/50 Club
          LC reported on the bank account: 

          September 2008 £2,349.02

          October 2008 £2,785.01

3.2    Treasurers Account
          LC reported on the bank account:

                    September 2008 £51.99

                    October 2008 £52.01
	

	4.
	CHAIR'S REPORT
	

	
	1)  A funding assistance request from 2 pupils involved on a Scout expedition has been received.  Agreed to decline as not a school trip.  MC to send letter.

2)  Strathesk Parent Council has sent a letter suggesting setting up a 'Best Practice Forum' for Parent Councils across Pencuik.  MC replied saying this sounds like a good idea and is something PHS PA would like to get involved with.  Awaiting a response.

3)  Martin Wilson has sent a letter looking for support from the PA regarding an application to the Awards for All Scheme for the Folk Group trip to Skye.  ME advised letter of support is all that is required, no funding.  MC to contact Martin Wilson and draft letter of support.
	MC

MC



	5.
	HEAD TEACHER'S REPORT
	

	
	1) Angelina Lombardo has moved to Peebles which has meant a re-alignment of the guidance team which will now run with 5 guidance teachers.

2)  Interviews have been scheduled for the Music maternity cover position.

3)  Ronnie Gillies will take up the Chemistry maternity cover position in January.

4) Home Economics staffing situation is almost resolved.  ME has been asked to draft a job description for Principal Teacher.

5)  The 'Big Day' held on 11 September was a great success.  Clerk-Maxwell house won and a pupil won the XBox donated by the PA.

6)  Senior Art students visited Benmore.

7)  David Hamilton MSP visited the school.

8)  The John Lewis Partnership will be visiting in January to see how they can get involved and support groups within the school.

9)  The Senior Management team has spent time running through exam results and finding the best way forward in terms of Quality Assurance.  ME has held departmental reviews  and all are now using the Standards & Quality Report as prepared by Ross Jamieson.

10)  The Midlothian Festival of Music at the Corn Exchange proved to be a fantastic evening.

11)  PHS finished in the top half of the UK Maths Finals held in Glasgow.

12)  Senior pupils took part in a basketball event to raise funds for the library.

13)  The History department has been busy with:

- S2 visit to Surgeons Hall.

- S3/4 took part in 'All Quiet in the Western Front' event and mock trial in Glasgow.

- Higher students had a visit to Dublin and Belfast.

- S5 visited the Holocaust Memorial site.

- S3 Duke of Edinburgh scheme is now up and running.

14)  ME requested funds for the School Hardship fund which is used to purchase equipment or pay for school trips for students unable to pay themselves.  The PA agreed to donate £350.  LC to ask ST to hand cheque into school office.

15)  ME advised the Head Boy has been invited to Oxford University for an interview. The PA wish him well.


	LC

	6.
	MALAWI INITIATIVE
	

	
	MC welcomed guest speaker Mary Stewart who was invited to talk about the Malawi Initiative.

- For the last 2 years there has been a partnership between PHS and Thyolo, Malawi, a residential state school with a significant number of orphans, accommodating about 720 pupils.

- The partnership is a learning experience and joint curricular development which looks at how we can support and learn from one another.

- Thyolo School can no longer accommodate enough girls, living quarters are poor and the classrooms are past their best.

- Joint projects include:

     - Geography department John Muir Trust.

     - Burnt Out Records.  Project to be taken forward in October     

       2009.  PHS sent a mini recording studio to assist - both schools    

       will write lyrics to music.

    - English Story Writing Group - write traditional stories.

    - Craft Group - PHS sent craftwork and raised funds at P

       in the Park.

    - Ceramics Group.

    - PSE/Life Skills Group focuses on Aids Awareness Day.

    - Malawi PA is making their own bricks in a kiln to create another   

      dorm for the girls. MS asked for PA support in running fundraising         

      event 'Buy a  Brick' .  PA agreed to raise the profile and 

      involve the  community and corporate markets.  PA to form Sub 

      Group, MC to  email all to inform of initiative and find out who 

      would like to get involved.

    - MS to investigate building and brick costs.

    - MC to make contact with head of PA in Thyolo.


	MC

MS

MC

	7.
	AOCB
	

	
	1)  ME advised the 'Big Savings Guide' has made contact and are looking to use the PA to promote the savings guide to parents.  Kickback to school would be 5-10% of sales.  It was agreed that ME decline opportunity.  

Date of next meeting Monday 19th January 2009 at 7 pm

	ME
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