
PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING

MONDAY 2nd JUNE 2008
AT 7 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL

	Present
	Apologies

	Murray Cole (Parent, Chair)
	John McCrossan (Parent)

	Jane McNaull (Parent)
	Ross Hunter (Parent)

	Donny MacDonald (Depute Head)
	

	Laura Christie (Parent)
	

	Bronwen Jackson (Parent)
	

	Mark Edie (Head Teacher)
	

	Steve Bishop (Parent)
	

	Kathryn Topham (Parent, Vice-chair)
	

	Siobhan Thomas (Parent)
	

	Gillian Taylor (Parent, Treasurer)
	

	Jackie Barbour (Parent)
	

	
	

	
	


	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	WELCOME, APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING


	

	
	1.1 Welcome, Apologies 
MC opened the meeting by welcoming ME back and wishing him well. He also thanked KT for standing forward to take minutes this evening in the absence of a minute secretary.
Apologies were received and noted. MC thanked RH for all of his contributions as Chair of the PA in the previous years, and noted that RH will be standing down from the PHSPA. 
1.2
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

1.3     Actions Arising

Item 1.3 – KT, JM, GT had met, the electronic version of the 50/50 leaflet is now with the school office. RJ and KT had presented the new leaflet at a PHS staff meeting, subsequently the leaflet had been sent out with  the school newsletter
Item 8 – MC had been in contact with the Dance Show organisers. The PA will be funding printing of tickets, certificates and contributing to funding of prizes for participants.

	

	2.0
	50/50 CLUB DRAW

	

	
	Draws for April, May and June were held.

	

	3.0
	MEETING DATES FOR NEXT YEAR

	

	
	3.1 Dates agreed
8 Sep 08
13 Oct 08 (AGM)

1 Dec 08

19 Jan 09

9 Mar 09

25 May 09
3.2 Lets
MC to arrange lets and publicity

	MC

	4.0
	 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION


	

	
	4.1     Treasurers Report
GT reported on the two bank accounts. 
The balances are : 

50/50 account                   £2,882.51

Treasurer’s account               £51.88
There had been a letter from M Grainger (librarian) thanking the PHSPA for the funding towards the 5-a-side football tournament to raise awareness of the Learning Resource Centre (LRC). Money raised at the tournament was used to purchase a digital camera for the LRC.

 GT reported it was her intention to stand down at the next AGM.
4.2    Chair’s Report
MC congratulated the Senior Management Team (SMT) and staff on the excellent work noted in the recently published HMIe report, and thanked SMT for the Meet-the-Management meeting on this topic. 

MC thanked and congratulated all involved in setting up the Malawi 
Partnership Day events, a great success. He also congratulated all involved in the Malawi and Burnt Out Records float and stalls in the Penicuik on Parade and Penicuik in the Park on Saturday, noting that it was great to see the school being promoted in Penicuik in this way. 
MC thanked BJ for representing the PA on the recent School Improvment Plan working group. BJ outlined what this had involved.

D McD emphasized the importance of parental involvement in this.
MC has received a letter from Flora Steadman (Maths) inviting all PA members to the School Leavers evening on 12th June, and asking for a contribution from the PA towards funding of the event. It was unanimously agreed to make a donation of £300.
The induction visit for the new S1 class takes place next week, with parents visiting on the evening 11th June. MC will introduce PHSPA and the 50/50 club fundraising.
MC thanked J McN (who will be standing down from the PA) and GT (who will be standing down as Treasurer at the AGM) for their work in keeping the 50/50 going over the past few years.  LC, ST and JB have stepped forward to take over the reins. It was agreed that all involved would meet to arrange formalities.
4.3    Head Teacher’s Report 
ME reported that he was delighted with the HMIe follow-through inspection.
DMcD reported that the recent Meet-the-Management Team meeting was a positive evening for the school.
ME reported that the school phone system has encountered some problems over the past months these are anticipated to be resolved during the summer holidays.
A TV screen linked to a computer has been installed inside the main entrance to the school.
Visits to the school were made by the catchment P6’s who attended a magic show in April prior to their forthcoming visit in November, and by Alan and Sydech, teachers from Malawi.
ME reported that PHS is working on the John Muir Award in conjunction with Thyolo Secondary School in Malawi. [The John Muir Award is an environmental award scheme focused on wild places.
It encourages awareness and responsibility for the natural environment, in a spirit of fun, adventure and exploration http://www.jmt.org/john-muir-award.asp] 

Activities week has just taken place for S1-3.

DMcD is keen to advance the leadership skills of the S6 pupils and proposed an extension to the paired-reading and buddy systems already in place. In association with the guidance team he would like to follow-up team building with an overnight activity at an outdoor centre in September, this would need to be supported financially. He requested feedback from the PHSPA and discussion ensued.

Damien Hayes (History) is keen to start Amnesty International and Duke of Edinburgh Award groups in the school. These  proposals were warmly welcomed.
Staffing - PHS said farewell to the Moray House students as they completed their placements. AP has now completed the Scottish Qualification for Headship. Midlothian Education Department has compulsorily transferred one member of staff to St. David’s, Dalkeith. The school is due to receive 4 NQTs for the next academic year. Staff have been recently recruited in Computing and Geography. Positions in Maths (teacher), Art (principal teacher) and Design & Technology (technician) have been advertised. There are currently three vacancies for learning support assistants.
Supplementary funding requests - “Celebrating success at PHS” - ME and DMcD requested funding of £100 for this year for the Art department to retrieve student’s folio work from the SQA, to be displayed in the school. It was agreed to give £100 from PHSPA.
Also a request was conveyed from DH(see above) for start-up costs for the DofE Award Scheme which he aims to lead in the school, initially targeted at S3. It was agreed to give £500 from PHSPA and to invite DH to the next meeting to discuss further support.
The PHSPA also agreed to donate £100 for the annual Prize Giving Awards.

	GT

MC

LC, ST, JB, GT, JMcN

GT,MC

	5.0
	PARENT’S FAQs/WEB
	

	
	BJ presented the progress she had made on this topic and requested feedback from the PHSPA. Special attention was drawn to the following questions:

· What should I do if my child is ill?

· What is the 50/50 club?

· How can I get involved in school life?

· What are NABs?

· When is the choice of 3rd and 4th yr courses made?

The use of the school website was discussed and the potential for hyperlinks from the PHSPA page to authorised websites e.g. SQA, UCAS, Parentzone, information about NABs. 
It was agreed that all should give feedback to BJ via email on the information she had presented.
 AOCB

Update on the Minute Secretary

Date of next meeting Monday 8th Sep 2008 at 7 pm

	All
MC



	Name of Chairperson:
	

	Signature of Chairperson:
	

	Date Minutes Approved:
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