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PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING

MONDAY 8th MARCH 2010
AT 7 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL

	Present
	Apologies

	Murray Cole (Parent, Chair)
	Kathryn Topham (Parent)

	Siobhan Thomas (Parent, Treasurer)
	Reuben Fox ( Parent)

	Laura Christie (Parent)
	

	Bronwen Jackson (Parent, Vice Chair)
	

	Gillian Taylor (Parent)
	

	Steve Bishop (Parent)
	

	Mark Edie (Head Teacher)
	

	Donny MacDonald (Depute Head Teacher)
	

	Andy Johnstone (Teacher)
	

	Richard Havill (Teacher)
	

	Lynsey Weir (Minutes Clerk)
	

	Jim Young
	

	
	

	
	


	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	WELCOME, APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING


	

	
	1.1
Welcome, Apologies 
MC opened the meeting by welcoming all. 
1.2 Approval of Minutes – 071209
1.2) ME advised that Damien Hayes and Peter Casebow are discussing review of the school website.
1.3) MC has amended web version of minutes to state that ST is Treasurer and not GT.
3.2) MC confirmed that the T&C’s of the 50/50 Club do not have to be amended following proposed change in prize structure.    
7.4) MC circulated letter sent on behalf of PTA to Midlothian Council and the Community Council regarding catchment review.
8.1) MC advised no new interest in 50/50 Club following leaflet drop at Christmas concert.     

	

	
	50/50 Draw


	

	
	2.1 Draws for December, January and February were completed.       

	

	3.0
	 TREASURER’S REPORT


	

	
	ST ran through accounts.

3.1     50/50 Club
          ST reported on the bank account: 

          March 2010 £1,215.88
          50/50 Club Pay Ins £345

3.2    Treasurers Account
          ST reported on the bank account:

                    March 2010 £52.17                    
	

	4.0
	CHAIR'S REPORT
	

	
	1) Parents’ Council newsletter circulated.
2) MC will attend the Merit Ceremony on the 16 March 2010.
3) The next Catchment Review meeting will take place on 23        March.  MC to attend.

	

	5.0
	HEAD TEACHER'S REPORT
	

	
	1) Staffing:
· Amanda Adams will replace Mrs Wright as Acting PT of English.

· Deirdre Gordon has returned to Ireland to teach Gaelic, therefore, recruiting in Music.

· Sandra van Aswegen is now back in school. 
2) PHS reached the final of the Business Experience Competition held at the Scottish Borders Campus.

3) PHS reached the finals of the Rotary Competition.

4) Well done to all for the excellent Christmas concert.

5) Many thanks to Peter Casebow for his assistance at the Merit Award ceremony.

6) The School was closed on the first day back from Christmas leave due to the weather.

7) Senior prelims have gone well and a mentoring program is now in place.

8) Forbes Mitchell, Head of Schools, visited to attend classes and ‘Meet the Management’.

9) ME attended the portraits presentation at the Provosts’ office. Council budget has now been set.  A cut in English and Maths will have a major effect, with class sizes rising.    There will be cuts in music tuition at Primary.

10)  Totem Poles will be designed during Activities week and displayed in the school garden. A full program of events is planned for pupils during the week.

11)   An event will be held in conjunction with the police to allow the School Council to have their say about policing/community involvement.

12)  A course choice parents evening is planned.

13) Jim Young has volunteered to help in the school with enterprise/community business links and will discuss further at this meeting.

14)  There has been a crackdown on the school dress code.


	

	6.0
	LITERACY INITIATIVE
	

	7.0
8.0

9.0
	1)  AJ and RH gave presentation on literacy and provided a leaflet and handout.  AJ to forward electronic version of leaflet to MC for uploading to the website.
2)  Pupil survey  (conducted through SurveyMonkey.com) has shown an increase in pupil awareness of literacy issues.
3)  An audit was undertaken amongst staff . Issues arising:
- quantity of  writing done across the curriculum for S1-S6
- need for consistency/continuity amongst staff ,and a for a school wide correction code.

- Talking / Listening Unit to be set-up.

- Look at wider reading / book groups.

4)  Scheme is to be rolled out to the school at the beginning of May.

ENTERPRISE / COMMUNITY BUSINESS LINKS

1) Jim Young (who lives locally) wishes to volunteer to help in the school with enterprise/community business links. He has now retired and is keen to assist a local High School to contribute and offer experience and knowledge. Jim has good business links and has previously assisted Castlebrae High School.

2) Jim aims to link PHS to the business community, through events such as Job Skills Day; Work Experience; Skills Based Enterprise Challenge, IT, team work; Stock Market Challenge. ME advised that JY will be invited to future Staff Meeting to discuss further and will spend time going round the departments.

COUNCIL BUDGET CUTS

1)  KT has raised concerns over the closure of the Midlothian Ski Centre and intends to send the Council a letter. 

2)  It was agreed that MC draft a letter of concern, from PA to the council, over the various reported  cut-related issues.

AOCB
1)  No AOCB noted.

Date of next meeting Monday 24th May 2010 at 7 pm
	AJ / MC
MC
PA
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