
PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL PARENTS’ ASSOCIATION  MEETING

MONDAY 8th SEPTEMBER 2008

AT 7 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL

	Present
	Apologies

	Murray Cole (Parent, Chair)
	Bronwen Jackson (Parent)

	Graham Murphy (Head Boy)
	Siobhan Thomas (Parent)

	Alan Pithie (Depute Head)
	John McCrossan(Parent)

	Laura Christie (Parent)
	

	Fiona McKenzie (Head Girl)
	

	Mark Edie (Head Teacher)
	

	Steve Bishop (Parent)
	

	Kathryn Topham (Parent, Vice-chair)
	

	Gillian Taylor (Parent, Treasurer)
	

	Jackie Barbour (Parent)
	

	
	

	
	

	
	


	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	WELCOME, APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING


	

	
	1.1 Welcome, Apologies 
MC opened the meeting by welcoming our newly appointed Head boy, Graham Murphy and Head Girl Fiona McKenzie. Introductions were made and apologies were received and noted. LC volunteered to take minutes. 

1.2
Approval of Minutes

Minutes of the previous meeting were approved.

1.3     Actions Arising


Item 4.3 – It was agreed to invite Damian Hayes (History Dept.) to the next meeting to discuss Amnesty International and Duke of Edinburgh Award groups. Murray apologised for not having acted on this yet.
Item 5.0 – It had been agreed that JB, BJ and D MacD would liaise together over the PA’s involvement with the School website.


	MC

JB, BJ, DMcD

	2.0
	50/50 CLUB DRAW


	

	
	August and September draws were conducted. It was agreed that LC would liaise with Ross Jamieson to collate/update information with regard to new and existing club members.


	LC

	3.0
	 ITEMS FOR INFORMATION


	

	
	3.1     Treasurers Report

GT reported on the two bank accounts. 

The balances are: 

50/50 account                   £2,002.28

Treasurer’s account               £51.97

There are presently 72 members of the 50/50 club.

3.2    Chair’s Report

MC attended the annual prize giving ceremony and leavers evening on behalf of the PA and thanked the school for the privilege. He reported that, over the summer, he had met with David Fletcher (Project Penicuik) to discuss refurbishment of the wall/railings at the front of the school.  Quotes are currently being sought and further details will follow.  MC had placed an advert in the Town Crier to try to fill our vacancy for a minutes clerk. He had received one note of interest and it was agreed that he should chase this up.

3.3    Head Teacher’s Report 
ME gave an update on staffing within the school. This included the appointment of a new technical technician, three new learning assistants and the appointment of 4 NQT’s.  It was agreed that MC should write to Midlothian concerning under-staffing in Home Economics. ME reported that the leavers evening was very well attended and that everyone had enjoyed the Pirates theme.

The S6 induction session was held at Innovation Centre in June followed by a 2-day residential stay at West Linton.  The participation by S6 was to be commended and an excellent time was had by all.

At the end of last term the Merit awards were presented by Jeremy Purvis MSP and ME thanked the PA for their support.  

Various school trips had been undertaken including those to Barcelona, Paris, London and Norway.

Mark Edie and Paul Beards represented the school at the Penicuik House Renovation Project launch.

The Recreation Roadshow was a huge success with 95 exhibitors. It may be a consideration to include this as part of the “Big Day” next year.

ME ran through the activities that pupils could be involved with on the “Big Day”.  These included sports coaching, basketball, judo and handball.  He informed the PA that the school thought it appropriate to award a prize to the pupil who raised the highest amount of sponsorship.  The PA agreed and donated £250 to help towards the cost of the prizes. Mark also informed us that the Malawi group would be selling smoothies on the “Big Day”, with the co-op providing the fruit, and the possibility of bottled water being gifted for sale with all profits going to group funds.


	MC
MC


	4.0
	PRESENTATION – Attainment Statistics
	

	5.0   


	Alan Pithie gave a very informative presentation on the schools attainment statistics for this year and an insight into the targets and new initiatives for the coming year.  These included study support classes and a problem solving focus for Curriculum for Excellence.

PREPARATION FOR THE AGM

It was agreed that a school-bag mailshot would be appropriate to make parents aware of the forthcoming AGM.  A short discussion took place in relation to those people who would like to commit to donate to PHS on a regular basis but do not agree with the gambling aspect of the 50/50 club.  This may be something to act on in advance of  the AGM.
Date of next meeting Monday 13th Oct 2008 at 7 pm


	MC
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	Signature of Chairperson:
	

	Date Minutes Approved:
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