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PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL BOARD MEETING

MONDAY 20 NOVEMBER 2006

AT 7.15 PM IN PENICUIK HIGH SCHOOL

	Present
	Apologies

	Murray Cole (Chairperson)
	Cllr David Fletcher

	Kathryn Topham (Vice-Chairperson)
	Cllr Adam Montgomery

	Mark Edie (Head Teacher)
	Cllr Sheila Thacker

	Ken Brown
	Moira Brady (HT, Cornbank PS)

	Andrew Collins (Teacher Representative)
	Others Present

	Julie Donaldson (Head Girl)
	Anne Robertson (HT, Cuiken PS)

	Bruce Fraser
	Liz Barton (HT, Eastfield PS)

	Les Haworth
	Susan Liddle (Cornbank School Board)

	Ross Hunter (Chairperson, PTA)
	Laura Christie (Cuiken School Board)

	Jigjit Kaur Tait (Clerk)
	Siobhan Thomas (Cuiken School Board)

	John McCrossan
	

	Hilary MacRae
	

	Barry Turnbull (Head Boy)
	


	
	
	ACTION

	1.0
	APOLOGIES, APPROVAL OF MINUTES AND ACTIONS ARISING
	

	
	1.1 Apologies


Apologies were received from Councillor Sheila Thacker, Councillor David Fletcher, Councillor Adam Montgomery and Mrs Moira Brady, Head Teacher from Cornbank Primary.

1.2
Amendment to the Previous Minutes


Alan Pithie, Deputy Head was present at the last meeting.

1.3
Approval of Minutes


Minutes of the previous meeting were approved by the Board.


	

	2.0
	ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
	

	
	2.1
Email from Councillor Thacker


MC advised the Board of Councillor Thacker’s email regarding the large group of youths at the Queensway Leisure Centre causing disruption to local residents and Lothian Buses. She noted that a meeting had taken place with the Community Council, Police and Lothian Buses to discuss the ongoing issue of youths hanging about in large groups in Penicuik.  A letter from these agencies, including Midlothian Council, will be issued to all Penicuik residents.
BF advised that youth workers are working with the young people and stated that the youths are also from surrounding areas including  Bilston, Lasswade etc.

2.2 Penicuik High School – Update


ME updated the Board on the following information:


General:

· Glenda Tait, who retired from the School, had passed away.

· A Meet the Management  meeting took place with approximately 30 parents in attendance.

· The visit to the McFly concert, following our success in winning tickets was attended and enjoyed by both pupils and staff.

· Midlothian Recycle Team will attend the school to advise S6 on the benefits of recycling

· The Malawi Evening was very successful.

· ME attended a breakfast briefing by Robert Brown, Minister for Education (Speaker) along with senior staff from Midlothian, East Lothian and Borders Councils

· There will be approximately 135 P7s pupils joining the School after the summer

Staffing:

· Lorraine Gifford has been employed as Language Teacher for German and French.

· Nick Burge has been employed as Acting Principal Teacher of Guidance.

· Claire Guinan has been employed as Learning Assistant.

· The vacancy within the Maths Department is to be re-advertised.

· Nine student placements are currently in place.


Schools of Ambition:


ME advised that the School’s science and technology focused tender had been unsuccessful.  Nevertheless, the process has led to the establishment of good links with IKEA and Pentland Science Park.


	

	3.0
	DISCUSSION PAPER
	

	
	3.1 Setting up a Parent Council


A lengthy debate took place regarding the new proposals. MC’s distributed paper was discussed as a starting point.  Discussion took place re the structure for the new body. Board were advised that funding would be available in a similar way to that currently provided for Boards.  Various suggestions were made:

· It would be a good idea for the “council” to establish a market place in which parents can offer support in specialist areas such as sport, music and so on, and in which  the school can similarly describe similar its needs.

· A questionnaire for parents asking what services/support they can offer the School could be distributed.

· Parents Association to continue as a successful forum.

· Parents Association expressed interest in staying involved     with the new body.

· Parents Council allowing all parents membership with attendance at meetings being voluntary.

· Constitution required with the involvement of community reps, PTAs etc

· Student Councils to be actively involved

· New body set up to ensure the School is accountable

· Continue to assist in the way the current School Board operates and seek views from the Board


It was agreed that this item would be discussed further at the next meeting.
	

	4.0
	AOCB
	

	
	4.1 Youth Activities

BF advised the Board that a number of activities are currently available – badminton, table tennis and guitar lessons.  Advised that the Youth Groups are currently not running as there is no venue to hold the events. However, outreach workers are socialising with the teenagers.

4.2
Strathesk Primary


Board advised that Eastfield and Ladywood Primaries will merge in October 2007.  Staff will work closely with the children.

4.3
Cuiken Primary


Board advised Cuiken Primary’s detailed plans have gone back to the drawing board. However expected completion of work is October 2008.  Advised Cuiken House will be demolished to accommodate the contractors and that concerns have been raised regarding accommodating pupils from Cuiken House.  


	

	5.0
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	

	
	Monday 29 January 2007 at 7.15 pm
	


	Name of Chairperson:
	

	Signature of Chairperson:
	

	Date Minutes Approved:
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